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Advent is the season in which we ñprepare,ò as it were,  for the coming of Christ, 

our Savior and also Savior of the world. There were many ñbehind the scenesò 

preparations for His coming 2000 years ago and before. 
 
 

Certainly we would acknowledge that the prophets were part of the preparations 

telling well ahead of time the way things would be. However Micah says He would 

be born in Bethlehem, Jeremiah says he would  He called out of Egypt and Isaiah says He would 

be called a Nazarene. How could all these be true of one individual?  
 
 

 God used some others in the preparations. Caesar Augustus ordered a census and taxation 

which placed the holy family in Bethlehem.  Herod ordered the slaughter of the innocents which 

placed the holy family in Egypt. And the character of Herodôs son, Archelaus, provided the con-

ditions that placed them in Nazareth, which was their hometown anyway. 
 
 

 Did you ever wonder how the wise men came to know about and search for the  

newborn king of the Jews?  There is another prophet, Daniel, who introduced the idea of Messiah to the 

Babylonians and Persians.  As the most respected captive among the Hebrew people, and most 

respected government official in Nebuchadnezzarôs court, Daniel prophesied of one whose reign 

would last forever.  That prophesy came as the result of the interpretation of Nebuchadnezzarôs 

dream.  So those in the East respected the prophecy and sought to honor the newborn king of the 

Jews (see Daniel chapter 2).  
 
 

 Well, there are a few preparations going on among us now.  Merchants everywhere know 

of our desire to get that one perfect gift for our loved one. So they are strategizing on how to get 

us to come to their store for the purchase.  While we are not so fond of the commercialism that 

seems to be involved, maybe God can use this to get some who might not otherwise think of 

Christmas, to do so. 
 
 

 In your preparations for Christmas, I trust your focus is on His perfect gift, our Lord and 

Savior, Jesus Christ.   
 

                                                                                            Merry Christmas! 

                                                           Vern 
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SUNDAY MONDAY TUESDAY WEDNESDAY 

    

        

        

        

        

        

        

        

        

4-Dec 5-Dec 6-Dec 7-Dec 

10:00 Catholic LEM    9:30 Chair Exercise   9:30 Chair Exercise   9:30 Chair Exercise 

          (Living Room)   9:45 Advanced Exercise   9:45 Parachute Exercise   9:45 Advanced Exercise 

10:00 Sunday School 10:00 News, Comments, and 10:00 2&3 Nail Care 10:00 Rivertown Dancers 

(Activity Room)           Coffee 11:00 Hand bells 11:00 Hand Bells 

  11:00 Merry Makers   2:00 Matinee'   2:00 Recipe Swap 

  2:00 Chapel Service   2:30 Activity Council   4:00 Bingo   3:00 Decorate Cookies 

    3:00 Resident Council 7:00 Trudy's Piano Student  4:00 Shopping Wal-Mart 

    Christmas Recital 3rd Floor   

11-Dec 12-Dec 13-Dec 14-Dec 

    9:30 Chair Exercise   9:30 Chair Exercise   9:30 Chair Exercise 

10:00 Catholic LEM    9:45 Advanced Exercise   9:45 Parachute Exercise   9:45 Advanced Exercise 

          (Living Room) 10:00 News, Comments, and 10:00 2&3 Nail Care 10:00 Volleyball 

10:00 Sunday School           Coffee   11:15 Sidewalk Shopping 

(Activity Room)     2:00 Matinee'   3:00 Meet & Greet 

    2:30 Bridge 
  4:30 Academy Piano Pro-
gram 

  

  2:00 Chapel Service   3:00 Shopping Kmart     6:30 Bingorama w/ Calvary  

    7:00 Performance Dance   Youth 

18-Dec 19-Dec 20-Dec 21-Dec 

    9:30 Chair Exercise   9:30 Chair Exercise   9:00 Sing-Along with 

10:00 Catholic LEM    9:45 Advanced Exercise   9:45 Parachute Exercise           BEAR 

          (Living Room) 10:00 Woodall School 10:00 2&3 Nail Care   

10:00 Sunday School            Program  11:00 BINGO CASH IN 12:30 Piano w/ Lesh Mezur 

(Activity Room)   2:30 Bridge   2:00 Matinee'   2:30 Birthday Party  

  2:00 Chapel Service   3:00 Craft-Apple      

  5:00 Margie Drury Piano            Cinnamon Ornaments   4:00 Bingo   6:30 Praise and Worship w/  

         (Ladies Madrigal)   7:00 Christmas Lights    Calvary Baptist Youth 

25-Dec 26-Dec 27-Dec 28-Dec 

    9:30 Chair Exercise   9:30 Chair Exercise   9:30 Chair Exercise 

10:00 Catholic LEM    9:45 Advanced Exercise   9:45 Parachute Exercise   9:45 Advanced Exercise 

          (Living Room) 10:00 News, Comments, and 10:00 2&3 Nail Care 10:00 Volleyball 

10:00 Sunday School Coffee     

(Activity Room)     2:00 Matinee'   

    2:30 Bridge     

  2:00 Chapel Service     4:00 Bingo   
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THURSDAY FRIDAY SATURDAY 

1-Dec 2-Dec 3-Dec 

  9:30 Chair Exercise   9:30 Chair Exercise   

  9:50 Bible Study   9:45 Advanced Exercise 10:30 Bingo 

11:00 1st Nail Care 10:00 Wii Sports   

  1:30 Men's Nail Care 11:00 HANDBELLS   1:45 Movie Time 

  2:00 Matinee'/2:30 Bridge     

    2:00 Ride Around Town   

  4:30 Church Academy    4:00 Christmas Decorating   

          Music Choir     

8-Dec 9-Dec 10-Dec 

  9:30 Chair Exercise   9:30 Chair Exercise   

  9:50 Bible Study   9:45 Advanced Exercise 10:30 Bingo 

11:00 1st Nail Care 10:00 Wii Sports   

  2:00 Bunco 11:00 HANDBELLS   1:45 Movie Time 

  2:30 Bridge     

3:00 Hand Bells         2:00 Crafts w/Brenda  4:00 Dickens Carolers 

  4:00 Bingo   3:00 Stories by the Tree   

               

15-Dec 16-Dec 17-Dec 

  9:30 Chair Exercise   9:30 Chair Exercise   

  9:50 Bible Study   9:45 Advanced Exercise 10:30 Bingo 

11:00 1st Nail Care 11:00 Songs around the Tree   

  2:00 Bunco   2:00 CARDS & COCO   1:45 Movie Time 

  2:30 Bridge 6:00 RESIDENT/FAMILY   

3:00 Hand Bells       CHRISTMAS PARTY at   

  4:00 Bingo Calvary Church    

  Fellowship Hall   

22-Dec 23-Dec 24-Dec 

  9:30 Chair Exercise   9:30 Chair Exercise   

  9:50 Bible Study   9:45 Advanced Exercise 10:30 Bingo 

11:00 1st Nail Care 10:00 Wii Sports   

  2:00 Bunco   1:30 Crafts   1:45 Movie Time 

  2:30 Bridge     

    2:00 Making Bread   

  4:00 Bingo     

  7:00 Christmas Lights     

29-Dec 30-Dec 31-Dec 

  9:30 Chair Exercise   9:30 Chair Exercise   

  9:50 Bible Study   9:45 Advanced Exercise 10:30 Bingo 

11:00 1st Nail Care 10:00 Wii Sports   

  2:00 Bunco   12:00 NEWS YEARS 

  2:30 Bridge              CELEBRATION 

      1:45 Movie Time 

  4:00 Bingo     

      



 

PAGE  4 

 

The tradition of  giving gifts has been associated 

with a way of  expressing love and appreciation.  

As Jesus Christ was born, three wise men brought 
gifts to honor Him.  Gifts of  gold, frankincense, 
and myrrh normally given to a king were brought 
to the newborn babe.  Honoring the birth of   

Jesus Christ, many have carried a tradition of   
giving gifts to those they love as our society does 

during the Christmas season.  Around the world 

the tradition of  giving gifts at Christmas has 

continued.  Father Christmas, known in England, 
delivered gifts as did Pere Noel in France, Babbo 
Natale in Italy and as in America the character 
Santa Clause that was recognized in the 1880õs by 
Thomas Nash, symbolizing gift giving as Santa 
Clause delivered toys to children of  all ages along 
with a jolly feeling of  laughter and love. Thus 
representing warm hearts filled with love,  
friendliness and charity as sentiments of  kindness 
are expressed. 
 

I have noticed how wonderfully blessed our  
community is, as I have had the privilege of   
witnessing others who give daily throughout the 
entire year.  Volunteers give of  their time, talents 
and gifts as they join us at The Gardens at  
Calvary in expressing their compassion in helping 
from the smallest of  ways through a warm 
friendly smile, helping with the upkeep of  the 
grounds, participating in various activities with 
our residents or providing donations in order to 
help meet the needs of  ongoing projects.  Staff  
give daily with their hearts as they provide the 
most outstanding care for our residents in  
assuring that all of  their needs are met not only in 
a timely manner, our staff  go above and beyond 
as they show the up-most respect and love to 
each resident and allowing them to know that 
they are all individually special.   

Those within our community who extend their 
gifts to help through their loving prayers and gifts 
of  all kinds are not forgotten and our residents 
who give daily to all who enter our home through 
their shared stories, shared musical talents and 
wisdom are most treasured. 
 

Yes, warm hearts, friendly smiles, sentiments of  

kindness, sharing of  talents, time and donations 

are gifts that are truly appreciated.  The one gift 

that stands out the most through this tradition of  

giving is the gift of òlove.ó  The gift of òloveó 

from our heavenly Father who gave us the gift of  

his child Jesus Christ; the gift of òloveó honoring 
the birth of  Jesus Christ; the gift of  loving  

respect to those around us.  Have you recently 

given a gift to someone you love?  Have you had 

the honor of receiving a gift?  The gift of òloveó 

is a precious gift and well worth the joy that will 

be brought to those giving and receiving. 
 

Heartfelt Thank you to all who share their gifts 

with us daily!  

 

Wendy Boyd 

Life Enrichment Director 
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DECEMBER BIRTHDAYS  

 

 

 
 
 
 

ELDERS                    STAFF 
                                  
08 Bianca Brena        07 Lydia Jaro 
08 Lillie Nunnally     12 Larika Hale 
10 Helen Reeves        14 Jerrika Riddick 
12 Geraldine Thomsen 
19 Myrtle Connell      16 Jackie Hopkins 
22 Carolyn Bagley     16 Stephanie Wade 
26 Thomas Adams     18 Kristina Allport 
31 Jewel Helton          23 Janet Perry 
 
 

 HAPPY ANNIVERSARY  
 

Vern Jordin              8 Years         
 Larry Moore           5 Years 
Taylor Sheppard      1 Year 
           
           

           

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 

The Gardens at Calvary 
 

Cordially invites  
Residents and Families  

to our annual  
Christmas Party 

 
Friday, December 16, 2011 

 
6:00 p.m. 

 
Calvary Baptist Church  

Fellowship Hall 
 

All residents will be paid for 
by  

The Gardenõs 
 

$15 per guest 
$7.50  children 6 & under 

RSVP and payments must be 
received by  

Monday, December 12, 2011 
 

Belinda McGahee 
Food Service Director 

belindamcgahee@calvary-ministries.com 
706-653-2000 

 Fa La-La-La-La 
 

Wednesday morning,  
December 21, 2011 
7:00 a.m.-10:00 a.m.  

 
Tune in to radio, 

 Kissin 99.3 
As we sing  

Christmas carolõs with 
Bear OõBrian 
Live remote at  

The Gardens at Calvary 
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WELCOME TO OUR NEW 

NEIGHBORS 
 

Eva Maloy & Maxine Littleton 
 

Join us for our Meet & Greet on  

Wednesday, December 14, 2011  

3:00 p.m. as we welcome  

our new neighbors. 

 

Greetings!  My name is Valerie Little, and I 

am a Certified Family Nurse Practitioner. I 
have had the privilege of  providing health 
care to many of  the residents of  the  
Gardens, the Greenhouses, and Calvary 
Community since June 2011. I am truly  
enjoying the time I spend with the residents, 
their families, and the Calvary staff. 
 

What is a Nurse Practitioner and what can 
an NP do?  A Nurse Practitioner (NP) is a 
Registered Nurse who has completed  
graduate-level studies and passed a  
comprehensive exam in order to obtain  
national certification. The medical services I 
provide include health education, perform-
ing physical examinations and diabetic foot 
care, diagnosing illness, ordering lab tests 
and medical equipment, prescribing me 
dictations, and managing many common 
medical problems such as high blood  
pressure and diabetes. Medicare reimburses 
for these services, and there is no out-of-
pocket expense for the patient. 
 

Please know that my services are not meant 
to replace that of  your personal physician, 
but rather are meant to be an extension of  
the health care he or she provides. 
My ultimate goal for providing care at      
Calvary Ministries is to keep everyone 
healthier.. 

To schedule an appointment, please see 
Sherry or Jennifer in resident services, and I 
look forward to meeting you! 

We enjoy everyday at  
The Gardens at Calvary! 

 
Teas, Visitors, Play, Fellowship,  

Outings, and much more! 
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November Memories  
Our Honored Veterans 

 

November 11, 2011 The Gardens at Calvary, honored 17 of  our Veterans as Columbus High School 
JROTC presented colors,  followed  by a heart warming prayer spoken by Chaplain Vern Jordin.   
 

Speakers; Senior Airman Cody Boyd, Lt. Col. Roger Barros and Bryan Newman expressed heartfelt 
words of  thanks to all who have served and for being our heroes as they expressed how each veteran 
has provided a foundation for others to continue.  Certificates were given to all 17  
veterans as a cadet from CHS JROTC presented and shook hands with all veterans.  Colors were  
retired followed by viewing of  wonderful historical artifacts displayed by Bryan Newman. 
 

Tearful fellowship was  shared among  all who attended as photos and stories were shared after the 
program. A special thank you to our Veterans and to those who helped make our program a success! 



 

Assisted  Living  Community 

7595 Moon Road  
Columbus, GA 31909  
706-653-2000 

Lisa Dodgen. R.N. 
Managing Director 

 
Joy Stilwell 

Marketing Director 
 

Belinda McGahee  
Dietary Director 

 
Sherry Hall 

Director  Resident  Services 
 

Wendy Boyd 
Life Enrichment Director 

 
Pam Aldridge 
Office Manager 

 
Larry Moore 

Building and Grounds Director 
 

Vern Jordin, MDIV 
Chaplain 

The Gardens at Calvary Administrative Team 

Three meals daily 

Medication management and/or monitoring  

Scheduled transportation 

24 hour staffing 

Assistance with personal care needs  

Security alarm system 

Social, spiritual and cultural activities 

Personal laundry service 

Fire sprinklers & smoke detectors  

All utilities (except telephone)  

Call pendants 

Assisted Living Services 


